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Eaf^h  pug'’  of  the  attached  annexure  comprising  in  all  15 
pages  "as  iMprtnted  05-’  OSAICI  Toshihiko  vith  his  right 
thumb  in  my  presence  at  Sugamo  Prison,  Tokyo,  and  the 
contents  v;ere  s’  orn  to  be  true  befo^’e  ne  this  eighth 
day  of  August  ere  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty-six. 

/s/  _Hji  V.illiami-,  Major 

Investigating  Officer 
2  Aust  'rfar  Crimes  Sec 
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Pofe  '1. 


Hctftinent.Concfrnf  nx.tho  ."ritlsh  PO '«s  on  PAUALE  Island 
22yJ>rihi?^QTl' .''^.former  ChiVf  of  the  l?th~Navc'l  Consti^jctlon 
Pgttc.ijon  S'' -itloned  on  .the  Island.  nf ernr^ nt/ 


(l)  Forc’'  rd 


/s  I  am  about  to  state  my  nast  life  on  3AIIALF  Island  which  r/as  I 

led  under  rossare  end  uncertainty  ^y  merely  ’elj'tng  upon  my  memorj'^,  I 

there  may  ’*6  some  inaccuracios  as  rerards  the  dSites,  time  and  figures ,  I 

but  seme  will  probably  become  clarified  V  your  referring  to  the  i 

corresnondinc  Aray  or  Uavy  records  dealing  with  tliat  time  which  are 
r>robe''ly  in  your  hands,  which  please  note. 

(?)  Outline  of  D'.vei'.omcnts 
- 

(r )  After  my  Pattalion  had  failed  twice  in  advt.nclnF  to  Guadalcrnal  j 

Island,  wo  imucdietely  (on  about  26  or  27  November  1942)  left  Buin  on 
Bougainville  Irb  rd,  •  ’•.err.  -  c  ’  cve  sb'  di  --  ' -j  for  Ballc.le  Island,  on 
receipt  of  orders  to  promtpiy  construct  an  airfield  on  the  said  island. 

(b)  At  that  time  this  island  was  uninhabited.  Although  ama"'!,  a 
nreliminarj'  survey  and  prepare  tions  had  been  made  in  outline  on  the 
island  beforehand  ir  order  to  reinforce  the  Buin  airfield,  i'y  battalion 
consisted  of  BO ’e  120  oetty  officers  nhd  men  as  roll  as  about  800  co’ structio. 
workmon  and  its  working  efficiency  wre  extreaelj’’  low. 

The  oixier  fro  ’  the  11th  Air  Fleet  to  which  our  battalion  belonged  1 1 

statedt  "’7ork  under  the  direction  of  the  Comender  of  the  26th  Air  Squadron,  ' 

finish  the  construction  of  an  airfield  in  outline  in  45  drys  (?);  tho 
laborers  win  bo  rcir.forcod  hy  some  4,000  (V)  men. 

However,  although  ’  cited  impc.ticr.tly,  the  ^^^inforce^cnt  of  4,000 
men  never  arrived,  and  although  workmen  dusnatched  by  the  4th  Construction 
end  Service  Dtpertment  on  Truk  Island  arrived  temnorarlly,  they  were  made 
to  lovc  up  to  J'undu  agiln  eftcr  only  about  2  days'  stay  (tho  majority  of 
them  being  invalids,  it  was  orly  nr-.tural  that  not  much  working  t)0\*er  could 
be  exp(.otcd  of  the  nen  of  this  unit. 


In  the  circij'.istancos,  our  battalion  nrocooded  to  ask  for  the 
'•'ilitary  forces  on  Bougan/illc  Island  to  aid  us  in  our  work  and  to  send 
pajTnr.sters,  2nd  lieutenants  (Kod.)  and  other  necessary  /T.N.  Bc.ttc.lior/ 
norsonr.el  to  the  nearby  islands  such  as  Bougc:invlll  ,  Shortland  and  Feure 
so  as  to  employ  natives  ''y  oropagation  in  vtrious  places  and  to  make  use  of 
their  working  power. 

(c)  It  ^rr.s  nerhr.ps  a  few  days  after  heving  nroctodc^i  to  the  islcnd  v'hcn 
one  evering  a  fc.irly  large  transport  cast  anchor  thcro  suddenly  and  hundreds 
of  peroODS  r.'ho  looked  like  POWs  Wgan  to  land  on  this  island.  Before  long 
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■•  he  conn^n^.ing  o'^ficcr,  cn  /my  2nd  I  lou tenant  (c.ccordirg  to  r.y  r.omory) 
cc.mo  to  Bcc  me  end  renerked,  "I  have  brought  along  527  (?)  Army  PO^'s  from 
Robeul  by  order.  You  re.,  urc  thorn  in  constructing  the  airfield  r.t  your 
nlc.cc.  ”  Ho’xvcr,  due  to  not  hcv5r.g  r-icoivod  cry  instructions  '/r  oi'dcrs 
from  r.n:'  of  :.'.y  corr.xnd  channels  such  as  the  -uprome  Navel  Headquarters 
or  the  26th  Air  Squadron,  at  first  I  declined  his  rronosal. 

Dut  the  uilitc.r;'  officer  said,  "That  ’^ould  mt  me  in  an  av’ful  ^ix. 

As  Q  ratter  o:  feet,  I  have  been  ordered  to  dcuurt  on  crothcr  mission  as 
soon  as  the  landing  of  the  ®OTJ's  is  over.  As  soon  as  I  return  to  ny  nost, 

I  V  ill  have  natters  duly  settled  threuph  mj'  seniors.  It  is  the  Amy's 
duty  to  look  after  all  the  surxrvision,  directing  and  controlling  of  the 
P07.''s  on  the  islc'-nd.  The  18  military  fuards  ’.horn  I  have  brought  hero  for 
that  rec.sou  trill  >e  stationed  tith  the  PO'V's  throughout  the  uholc  of  the 
period  until  their  duties  ere  over.  You  had  better  'lake  use  only  of  their 
rorking  poncr  at  this  time  of  shortage  of  sane,  hadn't  you?"  I  ronlicd, 

'•/c  for  our  battaiior,  it  vould  >X5  very  food  to  'rake  use  of  them  for  so’nc 
suitable  v.’ork,  ‘-'ut  it  v'ould  be  onharrassinf,  ter  no  too  to  bear  troublcsone 
responsibility  as  I  have  not  been  contacted  at  all  in  the  r’ctter  by  y 
seniors.  The  only  thi ’g  is  Lhat  I  feel  confident  of  bearing  utmost 
responsibility  only  r.s  rore.rds  •‘ledlng  then,  apart  “rori  vrhich  I  cannot  do 
anything,  ’ould  only  thr.t  ^<0  sufficient?"  "Yes.  It  rould  O.K.  at  that." 
After  the  foregoing  controversy,  I  made  up  'ny  mind  to  'take  care  of  then 
for  the  time  beirg’'  until  instructions  should  co"C  from  my  naval  ir.'.  red  into 
superiors,  (After  all  I  ■~cceiv..d  neither  any  Instructions  nor  orders 
'•hatsoever  to  the  ver;.'  last) , 

(d)  By  this  tine,  c  12  cn.  /Jl  Co:ntx.j\v  cosi'.x.i.d'.d  V  Nr  vel  Ist  Licutonr.nt 
ITYj'.KF  had  already  ''cen  stationed  an  this  island  ’’esidcs  our  bc.ttc.lion. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  a  12  cm,  AA  Corapanj'  co/inandcd  by  Navel  1st 
Lieutenant  KII.B/.1/,  an  8  cn,  AA  Comocnj'  comvndfd  ’y’  2rd  Lieutenant  T/KAIL'fKI 
end  hr.!'  a  13  mi.  A/.  ’I.G.  division  (naj'-'o  one  division)  ’^ere  scheduled  to 
cdvr.nce  to  this  island  and  engage  in  guard  duties  in  the  r.cc.r  future, 

''ut  none  of  them  had  arrived  there  at  that  time  cxccot  the  abovc-’-'cntioncd 
''TY/.KE  Co-  nony, 

I.oreover,  a  force  of  about  2  bc.ttf.lions  strong  v.ts  Fch:dultd  to 
nroctod  to  the  island  neinl'’’  to  assist  us  in  corstructing  our  airfield  ”ith 
the  understanding  of  the  nllitcry  forces  at  EREBEiTA  /phonetic/  on  Bougein- 
ville-  Island  rho  were  •••aitir.g  for  the  arrival  of  equipment  from  Jrtx.n 
proper . 

(c)  It  axe  in  the  a  Tore  si  id  nir.nncr  that  over  500  '^O’/'s  rerc  forced 
upon  me,  end  c.lthough  I  felt  greatly  obliged  for  the  supply  ^.f  a  considerable 
amount  of  i.orking  poixr  at  a  tine  of  f^ortage  thor«_of,  I  was  ole  ced  at  r.y 
vit'r  end  as  I  had  never  for  a  noiient  expected  such  a  t'  ing,  as  t-cII  as 
had.  never  -cccivcd  enj’  orders  or  Irstia’ct.-ors  as  to  hou  to  troc.t  then, 
ccnccir.lly  as  I  had  no  experience . 

Here  I  shall  >  xplain  try  Drcdlcrv'ent  in  full  detail.  I  ar’  orif  iri'.lly 
an  cnginocrirr  officer  graduc.t«jd  fro;  the  Naval  Engineering  College,  and  was 
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called  up  to  duty  fro  ■  the  First  I- serve.  In  thv.  Japenese  Pavy  tho  Navel 
Corrend  O'-scrvrrcc  '  cula'H/'ns  /T.!'.  "Gunrel  Shoko  Rci/  liavo  hitherto  heer 
ctrictly  edhered  to,  ana  at  pif.cos  rhcrc  the  so”callcd  Line  f^fficerr  hr.vii.g 
graduated  fro”^  the  I'evei  Aerdony  ere  stationed,  engineering  o"flc>..rs  arc  not 
riven  tho  right  of  co  '^ard  for  gerercl  r;ilitarj'  operations.  The  right  given 
to  ric  res  lir.iitcd  to  tlic  construction  of  the  f.irfi,.ld  and  I  vas  authonized 
*0  r.crely  oo.yr.irrd  ’"r/  constnictlon  brvttjilion  under  the  ccrcnd  of  ry  ■’cr  ediatc 
r'lncriorr,  (The  title  of  ‘Tnrinrerirg"  ras  abolished  fro*  Noveriber  15,  1942 
and  accordirglj'  I,  too,  ’’as  pron^'tod  to  Li^-uterant  Cornrndcr  fro’-.  Encinocr 
lieutenant.)  Theixforc,  r.ll  '■.ilitair*  oreraticr.s  or  the  island  excepting 
for  the  Construction  ’  ork  sho\ild  >*0  ’'laced  under  the  cori’eand  of  Naval 
liouter.ant  Ki-'ba.ra  (in  cr.so  of  his  death  let  Licutornnt  Tekahashi). 

Forever,  being  a  snocial  duty  officer  sTx.ciallj’’  oronoted  fror  the 
rrn!‘r,  Licutom'nt  i'.iyaki  h?  d  ro  right  to  con-u.nd  re.. 

(f)  In  tho  circa’.istcnces,  as  rogerdr  the  question  of  responsibility  in 
the  handling  of  the  Four's  for  the  sake  of  cnablirp  everything  to  run 
srioothly  hcrcaft..r! 

1.  The  r.ilite.r7'  nir.rds  ’  ho  accor.ipc  nied  the  ^0"/>8  froe  '!•  bf-ul  v;ill 
take  charge  of  ell  the  d’atics  such  as  supervirinf  and  cenanding, 

2,  The  foregoing  nilitarj’  gverds  shall  ’'o  pl/.ced  und.tr  th^  co'-nand 
of  tho  cortnanding  officer  of  the  two  >r4ttr.liors  of  riili+ary  i:roops  co:'iing 
fro’  Ercbonta  /phonetic/, 

?.  Otir  hf.ttalion  ’.•’ill  assunt  rcsnonsibility  as  regards  fercral 
'naintv.r.n.nce  such  as  food,  r.cdical  surpliea  and  housing. 

That  '.•’f  s  >ccr.vsc  oxir  battalion  htd — although  re>re  too  ruch — so*'c 
quf.ntity  of  living  n, ccrsarics  to  stare,  rhcrocs  the  rtoc’^e  of  both  the  Naval 
and  flili'tcrj  units  v;ere  scanty  (espocir.ll.y  the  '.'ilitarj’  unit  htd  nothing  at 
til). 

As  for  tliis  r's.ttcr,  it  .ht  d  be  on  dtcidi.d  that  our  bat'tc.lion  ’-ould 
hold  itslef  rertonriblo  for  suopl; ing  tho  rebels  of  rot  only  tho  ’’0^*8,  but 
also  of  tho  Military  t s  veil  as  r;  tive  units, 

4.  After  a  fev  dt;-s,  about  tro  b..tt.'.lions  of  riilit,_ry  troops 
arrived  on  tho  island  •^.s  schodulvd,  end  after  a  conference  uith  the  co  rrndcr 
of  the  nilita.ry  forces,  it  v;:  s  decided  unaniraously  to  put  the  above  tlirco 
itens  into  effect, 

5.  The  concrete  de  tails  rcrarding  the  construction  ’"ork  rare  based 
on  the  general  instructions  received  by  *'vo-'  the  26th  .''.in  fqur.dron  Coriruind 
(there  rr.v  a  n<rtod  when  ''  ras  tcrTXjrarily  under  the  corrirnd  of  the  204th 
Air  Con  ;and..r) ,  on  the  basis  of  rhlch  our  staff  and  the  r<ilita.rj-  staff 
discussed  tho  allotment  of  tho  dett  tls  for  th<..  work,  following  which  Instruc- 
tirns  were  giver  to  the  'Ui'.rdr  by  the  .Militr.rj’  Cor.''andv.r  as  to  the  duties 
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5. 


rrrf  ‘  their  work  under  the  direct  bupc-rvus 

r.rd  direction  of  tlx  {^.ur.rdp,  'av¬ 


ion 


or  .,-rr  l  ’‘oHevt;  that  not  even  our  steff  officers  ;nrddled  dirt'tl- 

X,  ’■■'u'*’'  evor/thing  n-ns  errried  on 

ruootkl:-  under  the  hc.ncis  of  the  tfJlitery  authorities. 

6.  Tone  of  the  leading  \7orkcrs  of  our  ’-ettclion  who  'xro  dePlcT.r««rf 

nwrt  fro  our  orn  ncn.  our  bettc.lion  took  direct  chergo  of  onli'  tho  ^ 
nr.tivc  unit  (mich  I  believe  mi:;;b:ix'd  cbout  500  (?)  et  the  'ost). 

7.  The  supvrvisinr  t-r.d  directing  of  the  POV/'e  outride  o<'  their 

co?.  nk  15  -0^  gi^^dl  undei  the 

ih^Wo^  L  r  Co-;-r.ndvr  (Ccotcin  S^ndr.  r.t  the  outset)  but,  to 

nn'fi  fb  '‘Cnory,  I  hclii-ve  thet  50"’.c  of  the;.’  ”(-rc,  nt  ore  t^Mo,  rlcced 

•iy'-ake  Co-pQiij'  in  connection  vith  the  li'^inr  qunrtorj 
or  V converiont  to  utilize  tho  look-out  station 

o  .  the  Ji:,’j.kc  Co  ior.ny  for  the  seke  of  their  dr.ily  ^  ork  rs  '"ell  r*-  rir 
defence  opcn'-.tioi's. 

n  the  le.psc  of  rcverr.l  deyr  the  Kir.be re.  and  Takchaehi 

N-vrl  Iplcnd,  f.id  I  res  placed  un^er  the  corrr.nd  ef 

N.vVfl  KtuUnc.rt  Kir-rra  tr  a  natural  result  of  tho  rave's  practice  ^n 

provisions  of  the  Nuval  Co' -.nd  Observance  .Regulations 
above  .  ithout  any  special  changes  being  ado. 

(g)  Cordltinrs  at  the  tire  of  c.rrival  of  the  ^(W's  on  tho  Island. 

rr  they  were  diser.bcirking  fror  tho  trenc- 
bort,  tlthoufh  ohcro  vere  sore  rho  -ore  cxtrc.-’cl.v  "peppy  ''  the  ra  ioritv 

S:  they  could  rot  -oik  by  thSSco  oud  tore  o?ly 

..re  ^  r.  r-c  to  oo  so  -itr  the  help  of  their  corjodcr,  Ik  vlrir  ohr^^ved  thir 
scuro,  I  could  rot  hulp  fron  feel  r.f  sorerhat  apprehensive  as  regards  her 
oTthr^iSiTld""  -XDocted  of  the-',  to-.-ards  tho  -anid  construction 

Centrir  of  r.'.cdicrl  nt.-sorncl  including  c. 

Capta.ir.  of  tho  ...t.dical  thorps  (?)  as  well  s  o^hcr  xdlcal  men,  a  ’’■cdlcal 
cxar'inr.tion  -■•as  held  by  then  jr  conjunction  with  our  battr.llor's  M(  dlcrl 

n-iv'dS’nM^  l\r  c  n.^ult  of  rhlch  it  was  said  that  there  vere 

hv  oh^o^T^^  rp  roll  as  patients  svffcrirr  fro-’  c  s  then  la  cr.urod 

by  chronic  enteritis  (have  rorgotton  the  number  of  cases). 

V,  1  j  called  to  th;  colours,  our  B£.ttelion's  yedicrl  Officer 

bad  uc.de  r  rpcolal  study  r.gardi-c  Diphtheria  £..vtl  was  so  t-cll  cxocrlenccd 
as  to  have  bip  doctorate  thesis  on  the  sold  subject  under  considers tlon  at 
tho  tlr.j,  so  that  I  received  a  report  later  on  tl’j:t,  duo  to  the  fTcat  interest 
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rho’.T,  r.rd  ctrcruour  c 'forte  cxcrt'.cl  bj'  hi..,  thr.t  tho  Dioht’-.Lrlc.  oT>idc''ic 
vt.r  .rtr. 'ped  out  vithout  r’^ic'dinr  ro  ’••.uch. 

It  n  r  ro  r.rrf.nf  cd  tlu:.t  ’icdlct,!  fur-olice  end  r.ppllcr.nccc  r:oro, 

•  hcr.cv;-r  *•  ocerrerj-,  herded  to  the  I  dicr.l  Officer  of  the  PO’7  Unit  cr  Moc 
(once  t.  T’rck  ?)  --hen.  ver  "^quertr  rorc  rcceivt-d  fro”  hir.*,  '  r.d  daily  dic.fT.orcr 

•  r»d  '••.cdicr.l  treet:  ..nt  re  re  effected  Jn'\Tx.rdcntly  by  the  ®01i7  unit  in  vicT.' 
of  the  rhorte.fc  of  Kndr.  Rcdlerr  to  rr.y,  of  cource,  in  erro  of  cicrgcr.cj' 
our  -  edicrl  o  ficcre  rert  to  th. Ir  rid  -.Thonever  rocct.'-cry.  Corrcqucmtly, 

+  ho  dcily  t  uthorize.tion  of  eb'cnco  fro  "ork  cirr  to  illrcre  of  ell  POTr 
’T.p  left  entirely  to  the  free  diecrotior.  of  the  Ct*de.f  r‘edicc.1  Officer  of 
the  ®0W  unit. 

Ho ’ever,  c.  tierlj'  li.rfo  nunber  of  d  e.the  occurred  fro.-  ricknere  (es 
fer  s  I  r.  x;-.bcr,  th  re  '^.r^  tines  ’•hen  there  '  ere  c.r  'e.ny  v-.r  about  thjrce 
dct.ths  in  L.  dey)  dpe  to  the  sudden  chenge  ir  livirp  conditions,  incrcescd 
degree  of  nsthc'-ic.  or  the  u.ouc.l  r,fgrr.vr.tcd  for"  of  dic.rrhocc.  due  to  drinking 
too  ’  uch  ui'.boilcd  --c  tcr. 

3.  'r  there  •  er..  ore  th:  r.  tei:  'ev  corjcctsd  *•  ith  cookirp  ircluc'inp 
(.n  Intend'.ncc  Li.utener.t,  it  ve  r  .-rrr.nfcd  thc.t  they  '.rould  handle  tJic  cooking 
indetv  ndcrtly  'y  rooed^ly  ercctivp  r  kitchen.  It  vas  r.lro  r  rrrnpc;d  thr.t 
'‘ood-Etu^^6  for  t.  r.-^ek  •.'er'  to  ’  e  hended  to  thui'  or.co  n  '”ock  nil  at  ■'rcr  ro 
thc.t  they  could  cook  their  -’T'  f'^od  in  their  o-.-n  enner.  I  recollect  that, 
c.r  the  supply  officer  told  r>e  thr.t  they  roecitlly  rref erred  rhcr.t  flour 

end  ernned  ro-^ds  to  rice,  I  tried  as  nuch  e.c  DOEri''lt  to  r:cct  their  request 
end  think  th;  t  they  •  ere  Innded  to  the;:  frirly  plentifully.  I  once 
?  nvited  to  CO.-5C  ov-er  to  hnroeot  the  ol  co  once  cs  they  hrd  cor'"en.c^d  bekirp 
brer.d  •."ith  the  urc  o^  oil-dnv  r  ;.rd  coconut  oil,  Furthr r -.ore,  tobc.cco  ’i.-ar 
rlco  supplied  to  thcri  in  c-ccorderco  ’"ith  c  cuprertion  vro.i  the  supply  officer, 

4.  The  general  etc. to  of  her  1th  of  the  ^O’Vr  -  as,  ..  r  ‘  cntiored  t.bovc, 

;  rd  c.p  their  physical  strength  he.d  declined  corsidercbly,  the  x-ork  tliey 
’■•ere  ergi  ped  ir  throu'  l.cut  the;  entire  pe  riod.  of  the  construction  "’orks 
corsicted  only  of  gathering  pebbles  fr^  :  •‘^ho  reef  along  the  shore  ft  cing 
the  see.  on  the  Et  stern  sidv,  of  tl  c  Irl'.rd  (rr.  diu;*;  and  BV.t.11  in  size  ..rd 
used  for  filling  in  ’.hen  lev.  llirp  the  rur;'.'ay  c.nd  lot  ding  ceno  Ir.'to  trans¬ 
port  trucks),  'esid.r,  I  rc-'o-ber  thrt  they  -  ere  enpaped  c.  little  in  , 

cl-aninp  end.  cltrri’'p  the  rir^iold  and  ncif hboring  taxi  etrins. 

I  rc"’.e.pbiT  also  that  I  did  :  ot  .x’.ko  thor:  x.r.papc  e.t  all  In  lt.bour 

•  ith  pickaxes  :.r.d  shovels,  loader;,  r.rd  unloading,  a.s  -  ell  :s  tr;  nsportc.tion 
of  hcavj,*  goods,  ’ecr.usc  of  their  g<-i.k  k.’^o^s  c.rd  fcneral  decllr.irg  strength, 

I  think*  thr.t,  t.fter  ell,  the  rorkirr  efficiency  throughout  the  cr+iro 

pi. riod  '..•as  rrt’i..r  poor  In  spite  o.f  their  efforts, 

I'orcov^r,  sor  e  of  then  volunteered  to  '’rive  trucks,  but  this  request 
• .  s  r»-ver  prenti-d  as  our  bctti.lior  c  s  a'T.ly  p’X)vid.  d  rith  drivers. 

I 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/eb89a5/ 


Doc.  No.  5425 


Pp^-e  7 


5.  Now,  plthoa'h  tho  Bhr>rin^.-  of  tho  roopcctlvo  rocpotisi'bllitloa 
towrxds  tho  PCV(b  continued  fron  otrrt  to  flsilolo  r.B  Btrtod  atjovo, 
nj'  bnttf.lion  conformed  to  tho  tor.:,  of  Provlblonrl  LYiliBt.v.ent  of  nil 
tho  POWb  po  ref-Pix's  tho  procecux-o  for  tupply  ruu  account  u  ao  wo  wore 
provldlnir:  thon  with  all  suppllos. 

Thir  ftpplloB  not  only  to  tho  POUb  but  pIbo  to  r-ilitnry  xu^its 
HJid  even  to  nrvrl  pcreonnol  unlor  n.  different  Jurisdiction.  Oiu: 

Nf.vy  nekes  it  their  cuoto.-nry  practice  to  rdopt  Boch  n  procec^uro 
for  Bupply  nnc  rccountir.-y  reuBone  in  order,  for  the  soke  of te^poroTy 
convenience,  to  provide  food  rnd  clothint-  to  those  who  ore  not  our 
rojmlfir  br.ttnllon  personnel  rnd  our  brttrlion  rleo  merely  follov-ed 
this  practice. 

Accordin-  ]^,  in  view  of  the  efore.-entloiiid  clrcvLjetfuacoo, 
the  POV/s  were  consic-ered  ne  bein^  a  tonpornry  onlictod  uiiit  and, 
in  addition  to  our  drawin?,  up  the  PCW  nuster-roll  on  tho  8tx*enf,th 
of  the  date  BUb;..ittod  by  then,  any  imforesot^n  occurroncee  like  "Deaths 
fron  Sicknese"  or  "Killed  in  Action"  xforc  recorded  in  ny  battalion's 
reports.  The  object  thereof  wao  to  aa.tiefy  supply  and  accovntlnt 
requirenonts,  and  I  boliovo  that  tl*e  POW  problor.  will  becone  fully 
clarified  by  referrin,,  to  the  said  rcportc. 

*”  6.  As  for  tho  livlnf,'  quarters,  beinr  bj  all  rcans  a.  sr^all 

island  in  tho  first  place,  there  would  be  no  alternative,  a^ter 
constnictiHi;;  p  standard  air  base,  than  to  utilize  the  rocainirif' 
space  left  over.  Tho  na.riuxin  nuaber  of  irihablta.nts  on  the  Iclrnd 
oxcoeuod  r,t  one  tine  the  6,000  nark  ao  that  I  was  nuch  worried  at 
one  tine  over  tho  selection  of  the  livinr  quartern  ro#,prdin^  xvhich 
the  Air  Porcfc  personnel  enjoyed  priority  selecting':  rl,.ht8,  but  finally 
this  natter  was  settled  by  fixing  sane  at  a.  point  northwest  of  the 
Miyake  Coi:prjiy,  west  of  tho  Military  Unit,  and  southwoet  of  the 
Tnkahashl  Conpany,  by  taking  into  account  the  facts  that  tho 
place  was  farthest  fron  the  airfield  and  at  tho  aano  tire  rr Jrcont 
to  the  location  of  tho  Military  Unit  unucr  v/hoao  direct  co;.xand 
they  were.  As  for  the  dwellinp  facilities,  ina.snuch  ao  the  building 
nateriaJo  otoror.  by  our  br.ttellon  hi  d  be- n  i.^Tcr(  y  fi  irly  x  ell  used 
up  rjitl  ns  thp  rrni.or  of  uco  of  all  those  oix  haiid  hail  alresx’^  been 
decided,  there  was  practically  no  exirplus  leit  over,  but  finally 
we  Bxxccoedeu  in  the  opeerty  construction  of  a  ernp  BXifflciont  at  least 
to  shelter  then  fron  rain,  by  usinr  the  raiorials  in  store  and  those 
procxirod  on  tho  spot. 
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(b)  Ii'.porturt  Prohl^;-  r  (Ko,  l) 

S'  vci'c.1  cV.."C-  i./t.  r  the  POTJf  v;crc  brou'l’.t  to  the  Irlt.rc’, 
cipr)roxir'atci;y-  t.o  ’cttclicnt:  oC  Ai-ry  troopc?  v'r.i.ch  ’uvt  be.  r.  ur/’  r  requert 
ca'-io  f ro  •  Elcvor.t-.  /phrr.ctic/  on  Beufc  iivrlllc  Iclt.nil,  The  Corr'crdcr 
rt  that  tl'’c  '"'.r  Cr.ptr.in  Sc.nc’.;.. 

Althourl.  ttore  v.y  hr.vo  beer  iroidontnl  ".I't  ir  the  Ar-y 
cccupatici.,  I  Relieve  th'.t  they  rtriv^d  to  rnrirt  In  the  Nr.vy^r  c.lrficlc’. 
vork  r.nd  rf.ccivc  a;.!  rr.tlonr  fro  i  the  Nt.vj-  in  +hc  c.nd  llfhtcr. 

the  burden  or  the  rxein  force,  Irrtcr.d  of  usciorci;  cxd  eirilcErly  ovilting 
the  nrrivul  of  erx;;;eTt, 

Af  n-jrnrds  the  r.cturl  ’'roble  i  of  cor r true t lor  vork,  c.  definite 
te.lk  ''ctvecn  Ccptcin  f:enc>.  r.nd  n>':cif  vec  held  and  a  divieion  of  v.-ork 
rnr  OBtablirhcd,  It  -j  s  the  '/ork  which  Ir  +o  bo  carrl.';d  out  by  tho  Ary 
rhould  be  co..rrjadoc’  hy  Ct.ptt.in  fondn  end  thc.t  the  NfAT.l  Cor.rtractior 
Battalion  nliould  never  direct:!’’-  .Inte  rfere  r?ith  anj  •  erk  of  tho  Arny, 

It  is,  riercovor,  a  -fitter  of  eou.-"<o  that  no  interfcrerco  "’lictroever 
ehould  bo  ’■adc  d.irccwly  or  Jrdircctl;;'  in  'r.tt  ;rc  CFldc  fro-:  Naval  cor- 
etruction  -.-ork.  One  dry,  pevcrrl  days  eft^r  tho  ''ccuoc.tlor  by  tbo  Amy, 
there  ’••ap  an  inci'^ert  of  let  .ken  firinr  upon  the  Isl'ind  by  on  Ary 
fore.;  th.'.t  vap  pc.rrlrr  Directly  after  this,  Captain  fenda  rxifrcetcd 

the  t  *  c  chould  ro-.’  '.-.kc  plar?  for  tiv  ■’efenre  cf  tho  .Ip lard  i.rd  trat 
FtudieP  and  tr..l!-ir;£  were  reeded.  Ho, 'ever,  Blncc  I  a'’  oririnalDy  fron 
tho  Nc.vj'  Fnrlncerine  Demrt  ent  r.rd  have  s^vo  kr-’w-ledf  o  erpinccrirg 

ratt.arp,  but  he.d.  neitder  le  ovlcdro,  exoerience  nor  trairl:ir  i’  t!'is 
Uiittcr  /T.  N.  dtfensc/,  bepidoc  vb.lcl.  I  h'.id  no  oc”er  of  c-»r  ’ and.  Them  fore, 

I  I'l-.cdir.tcly  n:qucsted  C.aptair!  Senda  to  drrv.’  up  tho  oif.nr,  ard  it  vac 
hurriedlj*  decided  in  tho  naves  of  Ct.ptair  •'‘enda  rnd  -.ycelf  to  .d'pt  this 
pli.r  to  iporarily  until  tho  arrivi.l  or  Urv^l  Cor  v.nd.inr  Officar  vho  \  euld 
direct  ”16.  Ho-  ever,  roveral  dryc  later,  the  VI  h'r..  Co  .pe.ry  c'-’c  to  tho 
iclrnd,  EC  I  sub  itted  to  Llcutcru  nt  (S  G.)  Kl'-bt.ra  /T.H.  Navy/  the 
defonre  plane,  and  arked  hir.:  to  '•.vice  ard  cp-lrbt.:Bh  ra  o  rPT-rooriutcly 
in  thi  cr.pacity  t!ic  Naval  Corrvinlin"  Office  r. 

In  ore  port  of  this  'h-fenre  y<lan  thcrc>  »t.s  rn  ite'*  to  the  effect 
that  pricencTS  rill  be  disp -o.d  )f  ir  o.  pc  tn.  d.  iifar  af  rr  cncry  landinp 
bcco  -.cc  ir.i'Jront.  I  re -t  ’ber  that  the  r.otl.ed  vr.r  uec  f  Irnd  frerxidco 

and  that  it  war  up  to  one  co.int.r-/  of  th..  \i.  y  fo;.  c',e  (j  do  not  rricrber 
!  the  CcriDcry  t  et  r...c  desipi'jr.tcd) .  <  !ir.ncc  a.t  the  deforso  pir.r.  of  the 

tir.e  in  querti  n  uill  reveal  this. 

After  Lieutenant  Klrhara  cc’-oio  to  the  Ipli.nd,  t!io  defense  clan  of 
Br.Uulc  Islrn.’  wee  ntv.ly  crta^’llsl  cd  end  pro’.ulnatod  in  the  nr  no  of  the 
C.r- ar.dln£  Of  floor  of  the  Nav;'  Guc.rd  U’  it,  Accordinf  to  this  pirn,  'y 
Oorstructior.  Br.tttlior  var  to  bo  a  rcp  rv--  unit,  rod  v:r.e  to  rithr’rr.r  to  tho 
onpoFlte  side  fro;i  •  here  the  ,.no  y  vak:?  an  irv.  pior,  and  a.  ait  orderr 
there,  I  do  ret  rt-onber  other  dctt  lls,  erpcci-.lly  her  r.att' re  puch  r.e 

\ 

.1 

■  1  • 

'L,  _ _ j 
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cnnecrtcr’  action  r  ith  the  Amy  vero  rtucided.  Ho- ov^r,  n;'  pole  duty  .,c 
to  exert  T(y  rittrr.tion  tind  efforts  In  rofarcl  to  co  —.andir/  nrd  naidinf  'ly 
r:on-co;'.bf.t«\rt  fabordinr.tcr  in  the  fom.'.  of  aorr-xi'-.i.t-ly  COO  --ork  i*s  is.  -  -ell 
C.C  apprcxi:’?.tei;'  120  petty  officerr  rnd  .on  so  ae  to  r.inir.izc  tho  c' nu- Iticc 
r.nonr  thceo  non  r.s  far  as  pocsiblc, 

I  boliwvc  it  r:;'P  in  the  cr.rly  pr.rt  of  Je.nur.ry  1943  tly.t  M?  v.-l 
Ceptf.ln  miKI  «.Mo  t-  the  isl-.  n’.  c.e  the  Eupru.e  Ce-i  o-.nd.cr,  fer  the  pumorc 
of  co  .  -andin/  the  co  Mned  /.rr.:y  -  Novy  forcce  on  R'.l?.i.lc  Irlr.nd.,  Ho- over, 
before  he  -i.p  ij  '■‘ifioo  f-jr  thm.  r:cpths,  he  n  turned  tn  J- r  .n  proper, 

Before  r.nd  uftcr  the  tl-ic  Cr.otc.in  LII-I  took  I  Is  office^  the  Amj" 
forces  were  beinr  ropoutcd.ly  rcplc.cod,  r.nd  r.ltli.  uph  I  do  not  rcr  c'bor  in 
dotcil  the  stuff  officers  end  the  urit  \sirru,ti 'nr,  I  believe  that  the 
!  V'-y  ctrenfth  ce  fionerr.lly  rn  ’  orrdur.lly  de crocs od,  I  think  t^'is  -  us 
only  ntturrl,  r.r  fj.r  r.s  the  /my»B  duticr  were  concerned.  I  d.o  not 
kn'iv’  ’..licthcr  or  mt  the  dctuils  o.f  the  Islund^s  d.efcnsc  pl:.r  c-ro  chenrod 
v.-hile  Crptr:ln  Mini  v.-cf  ir  office, 

(i)  Ir:TX)r-tc.nt  Probloris  (No.  2) 

In  the  -  .eentirje,  the  POT’S  did  not  rot  dily  recover  ^ro  -  t!'cir 
fiSthei'.ic  condition  vhich  -'us  attributed  t'’'  diphtheric,  chronic  infltj'ni.tion 
of  the  ir.tcstincE,  end  other  dlrcr.res  fro'’  ^.hlch  they  vore  rufferinr-  frc-. : 
even  before  thoir  errlvi.l  to  tho  Irlr.nd,  r.s  nentiored  in  the  foref  oinp. 

The  nuriber  of  deaths  fTcdvu.lly  incrcuscd.  We,  cspcciully  the  rvdicril 
officer  and  other  porscnc  concerned,  did  as  -uch  as  possible,  but  the 
encr.iy'p  r.ir  raids  bcct.vo  riorc  end  norc  ir.terse  r.s  the  dr.ys  Dr.ssed,  r  nd 
tho  casui.ltles  continued  to  inerBoro,  Putientc  sufferinp  fro):  cxbcusti  n 
duo  to  r.ir  re  ids  cerried  out  dry  /  nd  nirht,  end  other  causes,  continued 
to  appear  fron  ell  the  units,.  At  thr.t  tl'.c,  us  fr.r  r.s  the  Kr.vy  vr.s  con¬ 
cerned,  our  unit  m.s  the  only  -.no  rhich  hr.l  a  -icdic:.!  officer,  fxiC. 
r.ll  the  other  corpurios  he^<-'  orly  non-ratod  -'cdlcul  Men.  lOicc  as  such, 
tho  -ledlcr.l  trer.t -.ent  of  c.ll  the  navy  officers  'nd  ticn  res  chr.rpod.  to  the 
'ledlcr.l  ■'fficcr  -..nd.  the  -ledicel  ci;si.»ni  of  our  unit.  At  one  tire,  even  in 
our  unit,  about  hr.lf  of  the  ’.cn  v-ero  ill  in  bod,  and  the  situc.tion  vr.s  such 
that  c.ctur.llj’  the  I'edicel  ste.'f  -..'cro  se  busy  's  to  'v;vu  m  ti-.c  to  spare, 
Lr.tor,  I  rc::c  iber  that  it  beciu-o  ubsolutcli-  1 -.possible  to  d,.al  -.7ith  tho 
situation  so  thr.t  \o  had  c.  -.cdical  Uoutcn.int  (J,G.)  ♦'r-*:.  the  '  irst  Bi.ro 
H.  •'.dquarterr  f  t  B'dn,  end  subsoquertly  (.r'thor  -ledical  Li.utcraht  (J.G.) 
fren  Lt.  Kinbara's  rj-.in  unit  c-'  ,o  tv  cur  r.id,  r.s  a  result  of  vhich  re 
finally'  succ  eded  in  tid.in.  ever  the  crisis. 

The  n.aries,  dates  ""f  death,  n:.turc  of  ’Isec.ces  of  the  dead  prisoners 
should,  be  listed  in  ;y  unit's  Adninistrutivv  l?uUctir's  File,  so  a’ fiance 
T.-ill  reveal  thcr.,  I,  the  Chief  of  the  unit  thr.t  "as  in  chr.rfc  of  nedlcal 
treat.  :ont,  feel  oxtre--ely  eorrj'  thr.t  there  -  ore  so  .  apy  illrcip.  s  rrd  deaths. 
Ho-  over,  on  the  other  h..nd,  r.t  the  tlno,  the  or.o:-:y'p  c.ttr.cks  bccijae  more 
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ecvorc  Cp.ch  A-^y,  v/ithout  c.  Finflc  dtiy's  rorplte  fro'i  the  r.ir  raifie.  The 
PCWVs  v.’or-  in  c.  T;oakcnic!  corx’ltion  even  before  their  crriv..l  at  the  Islr.r-^., 
ani!  ’•io<’iccl  troctricnt  oulrl  not  be  riven  then  as  I  ’■isherl,  iar.torials 
supply  oitui.ti-^n  becar-o  r'.orc  rllfficult  each  Aay  or  cur  fr''rt  line  irLanc*?, 
r.ni'’  hanls  becar-.e  short.  It  can  als".  Vo  thourht  thr.t  Ir  vie;?  ‘'f  the  pro¬ 
ve  lllnc  situr.tion  the  r«,sult  wr  truly  unavoidable.  The  corptruction  of 
the  airfield  did  not  prorresp  as  anticipated,  /.Ithouf/h  the  days  passed 
by  bolnp  hotly  pressed  /T,N,  to  speed  up  constructl on  v.-ork/  tn’  under 
'■'ontf'.l  ofTony  and  uneasiness,  no  orders  or  instructi  ts  fr'r'  t.ny.’hero  over 
cario  to  lie  until  the  end  in  repard  to  the  handllnp  of  the  POWs,  'Vliat  I 
feel  ’•(ost  at  the  present  tino  is  thr.t,  if  tb.e  POWs  --uro  o^'nloyod  for  soao 
.appropriate  v;ork  in  tho  rear  zone  in  a  quiot  and  ride  area  far  froM  Tlabeul, 
it  -slfht  h-vo  been  another  .oattcr,  but,  I  believe  that  it  nipht  bo  con¬ 
sidered  f.s  unreasonable  to  use  tho  POTs  and  limited  rorkirp  po’-cr  by 
aric.ssirp  then  into  conc«.r.trr.tcd  units  on  a  fr  nt  line  irlrnd  rherc  such 
ceaseless  co  ibr  t  v;as  ca.rricd  out  repeatedly, 

Mor,  rcrardinp  the  dirporition  'f  the  c.jrpscs,  there  were  opinions 
thi-.t  if  that  s:  all  island  \7horo  ir.ny  people  roro  ’a  seed  and  cngr.frcd  in 
hr.rd  T/erk  bocr.nc  rurrorindcd  by  f,-rave-poFts,  it  vrould  iri'lucnce  cvoryoi  c'e 
•oralo  to  a  rre\  t  extent,  ThcroTcrc,  at  first  nraciicf.ny  .all  of  thor; 
were  buried  at  Sea,  but  duo  to  the  heat  of  tho  tr  nicp,  deco  position  T.r.s 
rapid,  so  that  th.cro  wore  opinions  that  this  ras  intolerable  as  roll  as 
pitiful  for  both  the  dead,  ard  f'c  burif.l  parties,  Ho-  *..vor,  crons-tl'n 
ras  plven  up  rot  so  ruch  because  ^f  fp^.1,  but  fro-,  tho  standpoint  -f  air 
defense,  in  corncction  '^•ith  the  rirlnr  of  s  ‘okt,  C  rsequentlj'  they  wore 
buried  in  the  ;  roun*-’  i.ftcr  tly.t, 

-(j)  Inporta.nt  Pi*oblcn8  (N-o,  3) 

It  '  icht  I’.avo  been  -round  the  'i’dlo  of  ifarch,  1943,  that  there  v.'aB 
t.  eu'^don  air  raid  at  nirht,  Ifcny  bor;bs  were  dropped  ir  the  /.r-y  area,  tho 
POW  area,  and  thv  Tak-ahasl  i  Co:ipr.ny  area,  rhero  tl'.cro  rar  practically  ro 
da-iaco  until  the  n.  There  rero  three  direct  hits  bj'  Ir.r'c  type  bo -bs  in  the 
-rcf.  rherc  the  POPs  resided ,  rcsaltinp  in  280  (this  <'ifurc  ip  aot  accurate, 
S*':'Uld  be  recorded  ir.  the  Battalion's  Adr.irlstrativc  Bulletlr's  File) 
eo'o  odd  prisoners  bcirf  blasted  or  burnt  to  death,  Tho  reason  whj'  there 
were  so  mry  or.sualtics  wt  s  because  t'  is  spot  was  away  fr  -  tho  approach 
course  to  tho  airfield  end  had  r.rt  been  bonbed  before,  so  it  is  s’  id.  thr.t 
ost  'f  tVe  icn,  fcolinf  confident,  did  not  take  any  action  to  shelter 
thoriselvoe  fron  the  air  raid., 

I  believe  that  it  "•ifht  hr.ve  been  at  this  tlMc  that  Lt,  TakahasM, 
the  Naval  Coitpc’.ny  Co:  'ander,  too,  •.z:s  killed  in  <  cti  in. 

(k)  Ir.portant  Problo’’s  (K',  4) 

I  hr.vo  forpotton  rhother  it  .?ap  to\;ard  the  crHl  -f  n{;roh,  or  the 
bcfiirninF  of  April,  1943,  but  aryho\  ,  rr. nmd  eveninf  •'r.e  day  v;o  rccoived. 
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ecvorc  Cr oh  dry,  v/ithout  c.  Finflc  clay's  rcrplte  fro'i  the  r.ir  raids.  The 
POHs  v.’or--  in  a  roukcncd.  conc'ition  even  before  their  arrivl  at  the  Island, 
and  Medical  trectnent  ould.  not  be  riven  then  as  I  ’•ished,  iar.tcrials  rnd 
supply  situc.tion  bccar.o  ’.’.ore  difficult  each  day  or  cur  fr^rt  line  irLonds, 
anc’  henis  bc'cav.c  short.  It  can  als  '  bo  thoufht  thc:t  Ir  viev;  of  the  pro¬ 
ve  iline  Eitur  tion  the  result  v.t  s  truly  unavoidable.  The  coretruction  of 
the  airfield  did  not  profress  te  untloipatod,  Althouf h  the  days  passed 
by  bcinfr  hotly  pressed  /T,N»  to  speed  up  cons  true  ti  op  v;ork/  jn’  under 
’’ontr.l  r.poTiy  e  nd.  uneasiness,  no  -'rdore  or  Irstructl  ts  fr'f’  any. ’hero  over 
carlo  to  nc  until  the  end  in  reperd  to  the  yicndllnn  of  the  POWe,  V/lict  I 
feel  Most  (it  the  present  tine  is  thr.t,  if  the  POWs  "i-ro  o: '.played  for  soao 
appropriate  work  in  the  rear  zone  in  a  quiet  and  ride  r.rcci  far  froM  Hrb&ul, 
it  “ijfht  have  liccn  oJiother  .'attcr,  but,  I  bolievo  that  it  nifht  bo  con¬ 
sidered  f.s  unrur sor.r.blo  to  use  tho  POTs  and.  li'iitcd  worki^p  po’-cr  by 
aMc.ssirp  then  irt''  conc«.rtratod  urdts  on  n  fr-nt  line  Islrnd  rherc  such 
ceaseless  co  ibr  t  was  carried,  out  repeatedly, 

Mor,  rere.rdinp  the  dirporition  'f  the  c  irpscs,  there  were  opinions 
tha.t  if  that  sr  all  island  where  ;  any  po  'plo  wore  •  a  seed  and  cngr.pcd.  in 
h/.rd.  work  bocanc  rurrounded  by  f;rr.ve— nosts,  it  would  Ir^lucncc  cvoryoi  c's 
•orale  to  a  pro.  t  extent.  Therefore,  c.t  first  practice. lly  all  of  then 
were  buried,  at  sv-s.,  but  duo  to  the  heat  of  the  trcnlcs,  ^ccoapcsition  t.t.s 
rapid,  so  thr.t  there  rcre  opinions  that  this  was  ir.tolerr.ble  as  roll  as 
pitiful  for  both  the  dead  and  t'x  burial  parties.  However,  crenr.ti'‘n 
was  piven  up  r<;t  so  i  uch  because  ^f  fuel,  but  fro“i  tho  standpoint  'f  air 
defense  in  c-ornection  "ith  tho  ririnp  of  s  'okc.  C  rsuquentl;'  they  wore 
buried  in  the  r round  after  that. 

-(J)  Inportant  PiT»blcns  (N'^,  3) 

It  ’  ipht  have  been  Tound.  the  ’i  ’dio  '>f  '.i'arch,  1943,  that  there  was 
i..  su'^den  air  raid  nt  nipht,  ffcny  bonbs  were  dropned  ir  the  Irr.y  area,  the 
POW  area,  and  thr  Takahasl  1  Conpa.ny  area,  where  there  war  practically  no 
dr'-iapo  until  then.  Thoro  rero  three  direct  hits  bj'  l.ar“o  type  bo  ^bs  in  the 
area  where  the  POPs  resided,  rcsultinp  in  280  (this  ^Ipurc  is  ?;ot  accurate. 
Should,  be  rocorUd.  ir.  the  Battali'^n* s  Ad'.iristratlvc  Bulletin's  File) 
ro'>o  odd.  prisoners  bcirp  blasted  or  b\irnt  to  ("lath.  The  reason  '"hj'  there 
were  so  mry  cx'.sualtioc  we  s  because  t’  is  spot  was  away  fr"’  tho  approach 
ocurso  to  tho  airfield  end  had  r.rt  been  bo‘'.bc.d  before,  so  it  is  e*  id.  thc.t 
oet  if  the  icn,  fcclinf  confident,  did  net  take  any  ncti'^n  te  shelter 
thcMselvcE  froM  the  air  raid., 

I  believe  that  it  ••’ipht  hr.vc  been  at  this  tlMc  that  Lt,  TakahasM, 
the  Naval  Coi.ipc'.ny  Co:  irnder,  too,  was  killed  in  ♦  cti"»n, 

(k)  Inpcrtr.nt  Problo-'S  (N',  4) 

I  hr.vo  forfotton  whether  it  .7r.p  toward  the  end  -'f  March,  or  the 
bcplrninp  cf  April,  1943,  but  cryhoi  ,  rr.'unc’.  cveninc  -r.i.  day  \;e  recoivod 
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an  urgent  dlcpatch  oi’der  fron  the  headquarters  at  Buin  to  the  following 
e'^'feci  I  "Several  enemy  cruisers  and  destroyers  are  cruising  off  Mono 
Irland,  and  as  a  landing  is  most  probable,  all  the  units  are  to  imnodlateiy 
prepare  to  chock  the  enemy  landing,'*  By  this  time,  the  actual  nuralK.ir  of 
POWs  bed  already  dropped  considerably  to  some  90  odd  men  (less  than  100 
at  any  rate) ,  Excepting  those  connected  with  the  kitchen,  I  believe  most 
of  tljc  men  had  lost  a  great  d  ul  of  their  vigour.  From  the  standpoint  of 
the  condition  of  troop  equipment  ut  the  time,  and  also  from  the  topographg^ 
of  the  island,  in  the  face  of  a  powerful  enemy  assault,  there  were  only 
two  alternatives,  total  victory  or  totfil  annihilation.  In  fact  I  boliovo 
that  tho  latter  seoraod  to  bo  anticipated  noro  strongly,  I  do  rot  think 
that  it  was  an  unreasonable  reasoning  for  all  the  men  to  resign  thomsulvos 
to  death  after  eliminating  "the  feer  of  the  tlgor  at  the  rear  door"  A«N, 
refers  to  the  POWs/,  From  such  thought,  the  above-mentioned  POWs  were  all 
bayonetted  to  death  by  '-n  Array  company  charged  with  the  duty  in  accordance 
with  tho  previously  cstabllahcd  defense  plr.n,  (I  do  not  know  the  unit 
dcslgnr.tion.  It  is  said  that  hand  grenades  wore  not  used).  All  tho  units 
made  propirations,  feverishly  working  on  defense  mcasuroe  against  tho 
enemy's  surprise  arsr.ult  landing,  and  welted  throughout  the  night,  but 
th(;  onomy  did  not  attack  this  Island  after  nil. 

Actually,  I  boliovo  that  tho  di'flcult  r.nd  unfavorable  turn  of 
the  battle  situation  strained  our  nerves  to  on  cxtr«„rac,  end  excited  us  too 
much  /r«N,  resulting  In  tho  killing  of  the  POWs/,  It  can  only  be  said 
that  the  Company  merely  follorod  the  rules  of  tho  plan  of  defense  tnaohonl- 
cc.lly,  but  I  consider  that  some  was  also  tinavoidable  In  some  respects, 
.especially  when  placed  face  to  face  with  such  a  tense  situation. 

(l)  Important  Problems  (No,  5) 

This  matter  concerns  a  certain  First  Lieutenant  (both  status  and 
n/unc  unknown)  who  was  shot  to  death  on  the  very  ^’ay  of  the  landing,  I 
bollovc  a  record  of  this  case  is  sot  forth  at  the  beginning  of  the  report 
concerning  POWs  who  were  under  the  charge  of  my  Battalion, 

It  was  vhon  the  POW  party  v/as  landed  or  this  island,  as  a  result  of 
the  ni  gotiatlor.s  which  arc  raontionv-d  in  another  section,  with  tho  Army 
officer  v.ho  was  in  charge  of  thorn,  it  was  arranged  that  tho  POWs  shoxild 
romain  temporarily  on  this  Island.  When  I  believed  tho  seld  oomnrndor  had 
returned  to  his  transport  vessel,  he  agrln  appeared  before  me  with  a  POW 
v;ho  Y.ns  lUndf.T  arrest  and  being  dragged  along  by  roldicrs,  and  scidj  "On 
returning  to  tho  shir',  I  found  this  POW  had  boon  rrrested  cs  ho  had  tried 
secretly  to  escape  by  Jumping  into  tho  water  and  swimming  towrrds  Shortland 
Island, I  So  thu  numbv.r  of  POWs  I  reported  to  you  before  was  loss  one.  Hill 
you  receive  him  together  with  the  others?"  As  for  no,  I  did  not  know  what 
to  do.  ,  And,  morc-over,  rhat  I  could  do  with  such  a  men  as  he,  who  had 
dared  tjry  to  escape  even  in  such  an  environment,  especially  here,  on  this 
EoliU-ry  Islr.nd  surrounded  by  water  on  all  sides?  Therefore  I  gave  him  a 
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rcfur"l.  He  orcfscd  o  to  t.cc(.pt  hiM,  sfiyinp,  ct  before,  that  he 
hed  to  rttend  to  other  duties  r.t  once  e.rd  bopgod  to  nr.nr.pc  in  sorao 
vcy  or  oth(.r.  Then  I  questioned  h'ln  .-.s  to  ’.’hit  nor.eure  would  be  tf.kon 
b,  the  Arry,  He  cnsv’orod  th.;t  in  cr.se  of  eserpe  in  the  fc-cc  of  the  oneny 
this  7/ould  nrturf.lly  bo  punished  by  derth.  As  ^ho  •^tter  hi  d  to  ’'c 
settled  i  t  once  end,  also,  from  the  standpoint  of  our  nrvrl  discipline, 

I  simply  believed  that  escr.po  in  the  .face  of  the  enemy  in  fartlmo  should 
as  a  natter  of  course  call  for  cepltc.l  puiirhinont.  I  thouglit,  else,  that 
it  could  rot  he  svoided  from  the  viewpoint  of  making  it  an  rocr.mnle  for 
the  strict  enfurccraent  of  m*litary  discipline  ca  this  island  in  the  future, 
’ithout  any  further  considomtion  it  vrs  decided  to  execute  him  in  the 

presence  of  both  of  us.  And,  finally,  the  Army  guards  shot  him  to  death 

with  their  rifles  on  the  beach  near  the  secluded  Jungle  on  the  eastern 
coast  of  the  Island.  (Prcsvcv'.bly,  these  soldiers  belonged  luxior  the 
aforesaid  Army  officer  and  were  not  the  15  i^ards  attached  to  the  P07/ 
unit).  At  first,  I  intended  to  boiicad  him  vitli  my  Japanese  s’.’ord.  But, 

at  the  last  moment,  I  become  timid  rnd  therefore  could  rot  do  so.  Since 

this  happened,  I  h.avc  pondered  over  the  ease  :.nd  k.ve  rlrayo  felt  the 
pongs  of  conscioncv.-.  Net  only  hi.vo  I  been  cr.ution'np'  myself  ever  since 
against  repeating  such  an  action  in  the  future,  in  whatever  circuri^ stances, 
but  I  also  strictly  rarnc.d  .m;-  men  not  to  act  cruelly  in  speech  or  action 
towards  the  POWs,  I  feel  my  responsibility  vorj'  acutely,  especially 
in  the  ct.se  of  this  certain  Firct  Lioutonant, 


III.  Cuoploi.icntarv  Rerarbs 

I  have  found  in  the  newspaper  of  the  uornirg  of  19th  January  1946 
that  my  arrest  h:  s  been  ord  red  as  a  ver  cri.'c  suspect.  As  I  bad  bcv.n 
anyhow  th*.  central  figure  of  tho  building  work  of  the  airfield  on  Ballala 
Island  where  had  occurred  the  der.tbs  of  '■’orc  thr.n  500  POT.’s,  I  had  already 
presumed  that  I  vrould  the  first  to  be  so  designated.  But  ts.kinp  into 
consideration  that,  firstly,  the  time  w.'’s  cxt.renioljf  early,  and  secondly, 
that  only  I,  \/ho  hrd  no  substantial  power  of  corimt-nd  but  only  t.  stiporficinl 
one,  and  who  had  bcv.n  only  r.  co':!‘'uand.  r  of  construction  T-ork  as  it  were, 
n.B  so  designated  c.nd  no  ramoe  of  those  ’  dth  who.'i  I  ht  d  b..cn  acquainted  were 
•nentionxd,  I  supposed  thiit  the  invc6t.1gatlor  on  the  spot  might  have  been 
surprisingly  incomplete >  consvqucntly  I  '•x.s  rorri.d  that,  if  I  should 
make  my  appcnn.nco  at  once,  I  should  ’>c  obliged  to  bring  forward  tho 
nar.ios  off*  too  'nary  other  Persons  or  would  have  to  state  natters  v/hlch  arc 
unnecesfrery  to  mention  in  o”der  to  clarify  all  the  facts  in  detail  for  tho 
sake  of  iripartic'.l  judgment;  unless  I  v.’cn.  resolved  to  lay  down  my  life, 
shouldcnring  all  tho  ri^sponsibiii  ties  by  nj'sc.lf,  letting  everything  to  be 
loft  uinsaid  (although  I  have  lost  such  a  frame  of  nlrid  now  ns  I  have  been 
infor.me  d  of  the  truths  of  various  disclosed  facts  during  n*.crly  ore  year 
after  the  cossatior.  of  hostilities),  Flirthoraoro ,  I  felt  very  pdned  at 
tho  Idc.a  of  being  pLaed  under  r.rrc6t  which  I  hrd  been  taupht  traditionr.lly 
cs  KiK,.g  a  disgri.co  and  I  iupi^dently  tried  to  escape  this  s.s  lon{'  as 
possibltt  us  the  result  of  various  illusions.  In  tho  course  of  time,  hor/evor. 
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I  bcc/u’iu  cor’virci;d  thp.t  I  v.'ould  not  bo  Qblo  to  conooQl  niyt’ell’  forvjvor 
und  ulso  oorto  to  believe  that  the  true  facts  concorninp  this  matter  ni{/ht 
lu.vo  beer  f.lrcady  investigated  in  detail  and  disclosed,  then  those  •..hich 
T  eonld  b.  oMirr^.d  to  state  might  probably  have  Von  already  invostiru.tod 
ful  l  d.  t  *1  '"d  I  no-m,  consequently  the  v.’orry  v:hich  I  had  as  above - 
r.icntioni:d  J  as  cci.scd  to  exist  as  ’oing  uncalled  for  and  no  longer  nccoscary. 
On  or  .'.bout  the  25th  of  July,  through  the  aid  of  the  advico  from  r.  friend 
of  mine,  I  learned  that  ny  flight  Vd  given  much  trouble  to  ny  rolrtions, 
t  equ.' i ntances  rnd  friends;  furth*  more  he  told  uo  that  such  conduct  had 
become  an  obstacle  to  Japr.n's  faithfiil  fulfillment  of  her  obligi.tions 
in  cojjiiC!ctior  nith  her  acceptance  of  the  Potsdcii  Dcclrjrtion,  implying 
that  I  ran  sliorlng  direct  dlsloj-’.lty  to  the  state.  Pilicn  I  come  to  think 
it  over  I  became  really  shocked. 

Ever  since  I  diicid^d  to  osc'.pe  I  had  been  thinking  that  it  would 
bo  sinplo  enough  to  Jcill  ’’lyeel''*  if  the  worst  sliould  come,  which  amounted 
to  nothing  if  I  considered  that  I  h;.d  died  in  the  Solomons,  and  I  should 
be  able  to  shoulder  all  responrlbilltie's  by  comr'ittlng  sdicldo.  Although 
I  rv’do  lirht  of  such  matter,  still  I  found  that  it  could  not  be  carried 
out  so  easily  when  the  critlci.l  moment  arrived.  Since  the  latter  part  of 
July,  I  pave  this  matter  thorough  considoiatlon,  arrangc'd  all  'ny  personal 
matters  in  order ,  and  after  bidding  farewell  to  my  close  relatives  whom  I 
uskod  to  look  after  'y  fa^dly,  6n  July  30  I  gave  mysolf  up  to  a  nomber  of 
tho  Hoshlnoto  Police  Station,  rakayana  Prefecture,  and  I  have  renained 
here  ovur  since.  I  realize-  that  ny  responsibility  is  heavy  for  having 
evaded  justice  for  nearly  six  months. 

Now  I  should  like  to  bo  subjected  to  impartial  judgment,  by  stating 
all  the  facts  most  frankly  and  exposing  everything  to  lii-ht.  IixJlvidual 
subjects  v/hloh  I  have  written  in  this  document  mr.y  be  identified  and 
clarified  still  further  by  comparing  semo  with  tho  records  of  that  tirjc. 

(Tho  End) 

Tills  confe-srlon  of  mine  represents,  in  its  entirely,  a  frank 
description  of  actual  facts,  and  contains  no  false  sta.temcnts. 

Tho  writer  of  tho  above i 

Norlhiko  Ozakl 

•  /fingerprint/ 

/  Auj^ist  8,  1946. 
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